
8 September 2017 

A. Recommendations to the seventy-second session of the General Assembly 

The Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole on the Regular Process for Global Reporting and 

Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects 

recommends to the General Assembly that it:  

1. Reiterate the need to strengthen the regular scientific assessment of the state of the 

marine environment in order to enhance the scientific basis for policymaking;  

2. Reaffirm the importance of the First Global Integrated Marine Assessment (“the first 

World Ocean Assessment”), as the outcome of the first cycle of the Regular Process; 

3. Recall the importance of making Governments, United Nations system organizations, 

bodies, funds and programmes, intergovernmental organizations, the scientific 

community and the general public aware of the first World Ocean Assessment and the 

Regular Process, and recognize with appreciation the activities undertaken in this 

regard during various intergovernmental meetings including the United Nations 

Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: 

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development, held from 5 to 9 June 2017 at United Nations Headquarters, in 

particular those of the secretariat of the Regular Process;  

4. Recall that, in the first cycle, the scope of the Regular Process focused on establishing 

a baseline, and decide that the scope of the second cycle would extend to evaluating 

trends and identifying gaps;  

5. Welcome the holding of the eighth and ninth meetings of the Ad Hoc Working Group 

of the Whole, from 17 to 18 April 2017 and 6 to 8 September 2017, respectively, in 

accordance with paragraph 317 of General Assembly resolution 71/257 of 23 

December 2016;  

6. Take note of the recommendations and guidance adopted by the Ad Hoc Working 

Group of the Whole at its eighth meeting and endorse the recommendations adopted 

by the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole at its ninth meeting;  

7. Take note with appreciation of the Technical Abstracts of the first World Ocean 

Assessment” on “The Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological 

Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction”; on “The Ocean and the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development”; and on “The Impacts of Climate Change and Related Changes in the 

Atmosphere on the Oceans” prepared in accordance with the programme of work for 

the period 2017-2020 for the second cycle of the Regular Process;  

8. Also note with appreciation that advance unedited copies of the Abstracts were made 

available to the Preparatory Committee established by General Assembly resolution 

69/292: Development of an international legally binding instrument under the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of 

marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction, the eighteenth 

meeting of the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans 

and the Law of the Sea, and to the  United Nations Conference to Support the 

Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use 

the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development;  

9. Recognize with appreciation the work of the members of the Group of Experts of the 

Regular Process with respect to the preparation of the Technical Abstracts, as well as 

the contribution of a number of members from the writing teams of the Pool of 



Experts of the first cycle of the Regular Process, in accordance with paragraph 309 of 

resolution 71/257, to this exercise;  

10. Recall that the Regular Process shall be overseen and guided by the Ad Hoc Working 

Group of the Whole, and decide that the Working Group shall facilitate the delivery 

of the outputs of the second cycle as outlined in the programme of work for the period 

2017-2020 for the second cycle of the Regular Process;  

11. Recognize with appreciation the important role of the Co-Chairs and the Bureau of 

the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole in providing guidance during the 

intersessional periods, including in operationalizing the second cycle of the Regular 

Process;  

12. Request the Bureau to continue to implement the decisions and guidance of the Ad 

Hoc Working Group of the Whole during the intersessional period, including by 

providing oversight of the delivery of the programme of work for the period 2017-

2020 for the second cycle of the Regular Process;  

13. Take note of the endorsement by the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole of the 

Terms of reference and working methods of the Group of Experts for the second cycle 

of the Regular Process, prepared in accordance with paragraph 310 of resolution 

71/257, and attached as annex to the report of the eighth meeting of the Ad Hoc 

Working Group;  

14. Take note of the mechanism for the establishment of the Pool of Experts for the 

second cycle of the Regular Process developed by the Bureau of the Ad Hoc Working 

Group of the Whole in accordance with paragraph 311 of resolution 71/257, and 

attached as annex I to the present report, and encourage the appointment of experts to 

the Pool of Experts in accordance with the mechanism;  

15. Welcome the expressions of interest of individuals who served in the Pool of Experts 

during the first cycle of the Regular Process to serve in the Pool of Experts for the 

second cycle;  

16. Take note of the Terms of reference for National Focal Points developed by the 

Bureau of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole, and attached as annex II to the 

present report;  

17. Welcome the designation by States of National Focal Points pursuant to paragraph 

312 of resolution 71/257 and urge States that have not yet done so to designate their 

National Focal Points as soon as possible;  

18. Urge regional groups that have not yet done so to appoint experts to the Group of 

Experts in accordance with paragraph 287 of resolution 71/257, taking into account 

the need to ensure geographical distribution and adequate expertise in socioeconomic 

disciplines;  

19. Take note of the adoption by the Bureau of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole 

of Guidelines to assist the first round of workshops of the second cycle of the Regular 

Process finalized by the Group of Experts in consultation with the Bureau of the Ad 

Hoc Working Group of the Whole and secretariat of the Regular Process, and attached 

as annex III to the present report;  

20. Welcome the holding of the workshops in support of the Regular Process in Lisbon, 

Portugal, in September 2017, in Auckland, New Zealand, in October 2017, in 

Camboriú, Brazil, in November 2017, in Bangkok, Thailand, in November 2017, and 

in Zanzibar, United Republic of Tanzania, in December 2017;  

21. Take note of the “Elements for discussion on the shape and structure of the 

assessment (or assessments)” to be carried out in the second cycle of the Regular 

Process prepared by the Group of Experts, in accordance with the programme of work 



and decide that in the elaboration of an outline, the Group of Experts should proceed 

on the basis of the preparation of a single comprehensive assessment;  

22. Recall the crucial importance of the Regular Process for on-going ocean-related 

intergovernmental processes and its possible inputs, including: 

a) The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; 

b) The development of an international legally binding instrument under the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use 

of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction; 

c) The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change; and 

d) The United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the 

Law of the Sea 

as outlined in the programme of work for the period 2017-2020 for the second cycle 

of the Regular Process. 

23. Recall the importance of ensuring that assessments, such as those included in the 

Global Sustainable Development Report and those prepared under the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Intergovernmental Science - Policy 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services and the Regular Process, support 

one another and avoid unnecessary duplication, and also recall the importance of 

compatibility and synergies between such assessments and assessments at the regional 

level;  

24. Request intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to provide 

information on recent and ongoing assessments and other processes at the regional 

and global levels relevant to the Regular Process in order for the secretariat to update 

the inventory of recent and ongoing assessments and other processes at the regional 

and global levels relevant to the Regular Process;  

25. Take note of the “Guidance for Contributors – Part I” prepared by the Group of 

Experts pursuant to paragraph 310 of resolution 71/257 and attached as annex IV to 

the present report;  

26. Take note with appreciation of the work undertaken thus far by the secretariat in 

compiling a capacity-building inventory of needs and opportunities relevant for the 

Regular Process, in accordance with the programme of work, based on information 

contributed by relevant United Nations system organizations, bodies, funds and 

programmes and by relevant intergovernmental organizations;  

27. Invite States and non-governmental organizations, as well as intergovernmental 

organizations that have not already done so, to provide relevant information for 

inclusion in the capacity-building inventory of needs and opportunities relevant for 

the Regular Process being compiled and maintained by the secretariat;  

28. Recall its invitation in paragraph 313 of resolution 71/257 to the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme, the International 

Maritime Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 

the World Meteorological Organization and relevant United Nations system 

organizations, bodies, funds and programmes, as appropriate, to assist in the 

implementation of the second cycle of the Regular Process with regard to the 

following activities: awareness-raising, the identification of experts for the Pool of 

Experts, technical and scientific support for the Bureau and the Group of Experts, 

hosting workshops and meetings of the writing teams, capacity-building and the 

scoping process for the assessment;  



29. Welcome the adoption, by the twenty-ninth Assembly of the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization, of Decision IOC-XXIX/8.2, in particular regarding the 

provision of technical and scientific support to the second cycle of the Regular 

Process in accordance with the guidance of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole;  

30. Recall its invitation in paragraph 314 of resolution 71/257 to relevant 

intergovernmental organizations to contribute, as appropriate, to the activities of the 

second cycle;  

31. Urge States, international financial institutions, donor agencies, intergovernmental 

organizations, non-governmental organizations and natural and juridical persons to 

make financial contributions to the voluntary trust fund and to make other 

contributions to the Regular Process;  

32. Request the Secretary-General to convene, in 2018, two meetings of the Ad Hoc 

Working Group of the Whole of no more than four days total duration: one in the first 

half of 2018 to approve the outline of the assessment and another in the second half of 

2018, with a view to providing recommendations to the seventy-third session of the 

General Assembly on the preparation of the assessment  to be carried out in the 

second cycle and on the implementation of the second cycle, and encourage the 

widest possible attendance of participants in the Ad Hoc Working Group of the 

Whole.  

 


